
Financial report 2021  
 
A first, perhaps still cursory look at the financial statements for 2021 (see p. 46) shows 
that at the end of the year we achieved the goal we had set ourselves and that the 
amount needed from the GAS was kCHF 10 less than in previous years, namely a good 
kCHF 110 – we are happy and grateful about this.  

In the budget planning for 2021 we still assumed that the pandemic-related 
restrictions would be largely overcome in early summer and that we would be able to 
hold the early childhood congress, which had been postponed from 2020, the annual 
conference with the three anniversaries mentioned in the editorial, and our IPMTs again 
as face-to-face events. In the end, this was only possible for the annual conference and 
one of the eleven IPMT events – albeit to a limited extent due to the requirement to be 
fully vaccinated, have recovered from the disease or have been tested in order to attend 
such events.  

The financial impact of these restrictions can be seen by comparing the 2021 budget 
with the 2021 financial statements and noting that the actual expenses and income are 
around kCHF 170 below the budgeted amounts. The costs for the infrastructure at the 
Goetheanum (under "Other, incl. room rentals"), travel, subsistence and accommodations 
as well as the lecturers' fees remained very modest, as did unfortunately also the income 
from the events held.  

The slight increase in staff costs in the conference sector makes it clear that cancelling 
events or converting a planned event to an online format does not mean less work, but in 
many cases a significant increase. We are therefore very happy that François Bonhôte has 
been supported by Sonja Burger since October in a half-time post and with fresh 
impetus.  

A second staff change occurred in the spring with the retirement of our long-time co-
worker Carol Brousseau. In the past years she rendered outstanding services to our book 
projects, our library and the many translations into English, especially for Anthromedics, 
and through her reliable, industrious and orderly hand gave her work area an exemplary 
and clear character. After her departure, work area was partly divided among the 
remaining colleagues, supported for a time by a student assistant, and the translation 
work into English was outsourced to Christian von Arnim, who has been associated with 
us for some time.  

If we look at other more striking deviations from the budget in the area of 
expenditure, we can see that approximately 60 percent more was invested in the area of 
IT than originally planned. In addition to the relaunch of the MedSection website and the 
mistletoe website, which is now also available in Spanish 
(https://www.terapiademuerdago.com/), the expansion of our digital ecosystem through 
our growing community and setting up backups of our electronic data, which is so 
necessary today, also had an impact.  

The two major publication projects that were included in the budget of the Medical 
Section – the completion of the film and the accompanying website "The Art of Healing", 
and the new edition of Heileurythmie-Kurs by Rudolf Steiner, GA 315 – could be financed 
entirely through foundation funds, for which we are very grateful.  



With regard to the income side, it should be mentioned that the contribution 
payments from the associations and institutions, especially the medical associations, fell 
short of expectations. This is mitigated by the fact that there have already been back 
payments in the current year 2022, but these could no longer be considered in the 
accounts. In contrast, the development of foundation grants and private donations was 
very pleasing: together they were about 20 percent higher than budgeted. This shows 
that the work of the Medical Section is supported by a community that is prepared to 
provide necessary help even in difficult times – that always puts wind in our sails! 

For the coming year, the budget must be increased by a good kCHF 100. On the one 
hand, the early childhood congress originally planned for 2020 will now take place in 
June, for which we hope to have a lively turnout in view of the fact that the coronavirus 
restrictions have now largely been lifted in Switzerland. On the other hand, the 
International Coordination (IKAM) will be further expanded by actively developing the 
Research Council under its new leadership (see p. 2). As regards the IKAM Office, an 
expansion of our address database is planned – as set out above on p. 12f. – as well as the 
synchronisation of this database with our newsletter service, which will reduce the work 
of manual data maintenance.  

In addition, we are pleased that Jakob Marti – former chief executive of the GAÄD – 
will support us this year, among other things with regard to continuing the technical 
development of Anthromedics. We also have to plan the necessary preparatory work for 
a larger project that will keep us busy in the future: the up-to-date electronic archiving of 
our data stocks. 

Apart from the commitment and creative enthusiasm of our co-workers, the 
effectiveness of the Medical Section is based to a large extent on the encouragement that 
this work receives from those around us: from institutions, associations, foundations and 
friends. The fact that we have again experienced such appreciation in abundance this 
year is shown by the fact that our work has once again been given a secure financial 
basis. For this we want to express our heartfelt gratitude! 
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